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desire for the service of either, as may be easily seen by the acts made by them for settling the legislative power, the militia of the kingdom, and the revenue for his Majesty's reign. The business was much left to the management of the Earl of Clarendon, then Lord Chancellor ; and the King, as he was of an age and vigour for it, followed his pleasures; and if amongst those love prevailed with him more than others, he was thus far excusable, besides that his complexion led to it, the women seemed to be the aggressors, and I have since heard the King say did sometimes offer themselves to his embraces. The two dukes, his brothers, were no less lovers of the sex than himself.
This winter (or soon after) the King's aunt came from the Hague to live here, the Queen of Bohemia, who had tasted a great deal of misery in her time; and the Princess of Orange, his sister, was then come into England; who both died soon after ; as also the Duke of Gloucester.
The Queen Mother did often ask me if the King had done anything for me, and what I desired, that she might speak on my behalf. The truth is, I did not pursue my own advantage at that time as I might have done. I went to Court more to converse and look about me, than to be so assiduous or diligent near those princes as I ought to have been. I relied much on the Queen's kindness to me, and power with the King; but was disappointed by the Queen's leaving England soon after the death of her children, and her returning for Paris with her daughter. Henrietta, unexpectedly.
1661.
In this month of January some discontented schismatics raised a small rebellion in London, and were headed by one Venner, their captain, but were dispersed before they came to any considerable head by a party of the Guards. The same night they went out of the town
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